To be confirmed at the next meeting
NORTH TURTON PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the meeting held on Monday 10 July 2023
at St Anne’s Church, Turton
Present:
Councillor S Danks (in the Chair)

Councillors K Harrison, J Rowley, D Wild, D Appleby and J Rigby
Also present: 
J Smith (Clerk), D Rowley (Lengthsman) + 1 member of the public
Apologies:     
Councillor H Dowle
Prior to the meeting members of the public were given an opportunity to speak.  

One resident expressed concern with the bins in Edgworth not being emptied and said that he was speaking on behalf of a number of other residents.  In his particular case he has a cage at the end of his drive where his bins are stored, and the cage has a padlock which the Council has a key for and for years there has been no problem with the bin men opening the cage when they empty his bins.  However, in the last couple of months the cage has been opened (sometimes forcibly) and the bin has not been emptied.  When he queried with the Council, he was told it must be because he had the wrong waste in the bin.  Cllr Rigby agreed to sort out any problems any residents had with their bins not being emptied if they contacted her directly rather than posting their problems on Facebook.

The resident also wanted to raise concerns regarding a mobile speed detection van that parks on a public path on the road past Blackburn Road heading towards Darwen.  Unfortunately this was outside of the jurisdiction of the Parish Council.

The resident also had concerns regarding one of the planning applications that was due to be discussed at the meeting so the Parish Council agreed to bring forward that application so it could be discussed early.

10/23/0145
Appeal Reference: APP/M2372/X/23/3320474 Appeal Start Date: 06/06/2023 Application Reference: 10/23/0145 - Conversion of garage to garden room, construction of garage to side and driveway to serve new garage using existing access onto Blackburn Road at White Lodge Farm, Blackburn Road, Edgworth 

The resident was concerned about the access to the property from Blackburn Road.  Unfortunately the Parish Council has no formal input into the appeal process and so has no further comments to make regarding the appeal again BwDBC’s decision to refuse planning permission.
The resident left the meeting at this point.

8114 
Minutes of the last meeting
Resolved:  That the minutes of the meetings held on 5 June 2023 be approved as a correct record and signed by the Chair.
8115
Matters Arising 
Green Arms Road – the Clerk has received an update from BwDBC regarding the issue.
Dog poo situation – Cllr Wild agreed to print off some stickers once Cllr Harrison has sent him the template
Rubbish @ Barlow – Dave Rowley picking up 5-6 bags each Monday that are left by the dog waste bin.  He was advised to speak to Phil Grundy at Barlow to check who is leaving that rubbish each week and will monitor the situation and feed back if the numbers of bags increase significantly.
New dog waste bin for Belmont – Cllr Harrison to speak to Dave to confirm where the new bin is to be situated in Belmont.

Gate @ the Orchards – Dave has priced up a new gate - £126 – it was agreed that Dave would purchase the gate through his company and send a copy of the invoice through to the Clerk who will add it to next month’s money.

8116 
Declarations of Interest
Noted:  None

8117
Planning Applications
Resolved:  That the Parish Council submit comments (as below) on planning applications 10/23/0510, 10/23/0514, 10/23/0505, 10/23/01045 and 10/23/0569
8118 
Planning Decisions
Noted: Blackburn with Darwen Council’s decisions on planning applications.
8119
Accounts to Pay
Resolved: That cheques be signed to pay the following accounts:

Dave Rowley Landscapes 
Lengthsman June
£1466.66
P R Adams 
June salary 
£  410.00 

J Smith
June salary & expenses
£  968.49
HMRC
Income Tax/NI April - June
£1143.27

J Smith
Plants for Edgworth/Chapeltown
£  249.72

E. On Next
Electricity @ Belmont Toilets
£    27.25
BwDBC
Room hire Turton Tower
£    40.00

Cllrs Harrison & Appleton queried why no plants had been purchased for Belmont.

8120
Nominations for Community Volunteer Awards 2023/ Kings Award for Voluntary Service

Agreed: Community Volunteer Awards 2023 – litter pickers to be nominated.  Kings Award for Voluntary Service – Friendship and Memory Café, Edgworth to be nominated

8121
Re-consider establishment of a Community Volunteer Award Scheme
Agreed:  To arrange a meeting to discuss holding a party for all volunteers rather than nominate individuals.
8122
Discuss Council Policies

Noted:  No formal agreement in place with The Barlow for the hire of the Clerk’s office.  Room paid for until end December 2023.  Discussed other options for office space for the clerk.  Main issue around storage of paper documents – Cllr Rigby to chase up BwDBC for details of where the council can store archive documents as it is the responsibility of the Unitary Authority to hold archived records.  

Chair confirmed there are formal contracts in place for staff and other buildings/land maintained by the Parish Council.
8123
Purchase of a replacement laptop for the Clerk

Agreed:  Clerk to investigate purchasing a new laptop up to the value of £1,000 – VAT invoice to be provided.

8124
Training courses for the Clerk

Agreed:  Clerk to book herself onto two courses run by SLCC:

· ILCA – Introduction to Local Council Administration (cost £120 + VAT) 

· ILCA to CiLCA – Moving forward from ILCA to Certificate in Local Council Administration (cost £120 + VAT)
8125
Correspondence 
Noted:  Correspondence received since the last meeting was read and noted including

· In the Know – Constabulary and Crime Commissioner pledge tough action to tackle anti-social behaviour
· In the Know – 30% of Lancashire Cooking Fires caused by Home Distractions
· In the Know – Vehicle Crime
· In the Know – Commissioner welcomes 31.4m Government Safer Streets Funding secured for Lancashire
· In the Know – School Leaver parties
· In the Know – 21 million scam emails reported
· In the Know – £60k seized cash from criminals invested into crime fight
· Letter from M Holden with an updated regarding the leylandii trees – Agreed: reply back thanking her for looking into the ownership of the trees in question, and as nobody appears to own them then we would have no objection if she wished to arrange for them to be removed at her own expense.
· Invoice received from Parish Online for the 2nd years of our subscription to Parish Online (1st year was fully funded by our insurer BHIB).  Agreed: reply thanking them but won’t be taking them up on their offer.
· E-mail from Cllr Harrison regarding a request from the BVRA if Paddy can modify the downspout on the toilet block to fit a water butt for irrigation on the allotment – Agreed
· E-mail from Gill Scott regarding traffic concerns/Rivington Road – Agreed: reply to say the parish council have expressed concerns on numerous occasions with different agencies and Jake Berry, MP, has also got involved.  Discussed whether to contact the PCSO and the Deputy Commissioner again regarding the roads in both Belmont & Edgworth and to investigate any alternative speed calming measures – maybe look how other authorities deal with speeding on their roads eg Snake Pass.
Cllr Danks passed on that the Horticultural Society are still very offended that they were not involved in the re-submission of the bid to the National Lottery for the Memorial Garden in Chapeltown.
Cllr Wild advised the council that at the last meeting of the Standards Committee there was a discussion around Parish Council’s having a Register of Interest.  NTPC does not currently hold one so a member of the Standards Committee asked to come to the next meeting to discuss with the Councillors the necessity of having one and what information would need to be disclosed on the Register Agreed: to invite to the next council meeting in August.
Comments on Planning Applications Received by 10 July 2023
10/23/0510
Full Planning Application - Single storey side extension and hip to gable conversion and rear dormer at 6 Crown Gardens, Edgworth

The Parish Council has no objection to this proposed development
10/23/0514
Prior Approval - Agricultural Building Proposal - Erection of agricultural machinery store building at Foxes Lair At Top O Th Lane Farm, Broadhead Road, Turton 

The Parish Council has no objection to the proposed development of the building, however has some concerns regarding the size of the hardstanding area proposed.
10/23/0505
Variation/Removal of Condition/Minor Material Amendment Proposal - Variation of condition 2 "approved drawings" pursuant to planning application 10/21/1428 " proposed two storey rear extension with roof terrace and alterations to landscaping"- change small section of pitched roof to a flat roof at Edge Foot Farm, Edge Lane, Turton
The Parish Council has no objection to this proposed development
10/23/0569
Full Planning Application - Proposed new patio doors to the North-West and South-West elevations, installation of rooflight and reconfiguration of an existing barn conversion at Orrell Fold Barn, Moorside Road, Edgworth 
The Parish Council has no objection to this proposed development
Next Meeting  
               

The next meeting of the Parish Council will be held on Monday 7 August 2023 at 6.45pm in the Broadhead Room at St Anne’s Church, Turton. The public and press are invited to attend and to listen.  

…………………………………………………
Signed - Chair 
The meeting closed at 8.15pm
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